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 DIRECTORõS NOTE 

Dear Camp Agawak friends and families, 

With winter losing its grip, spring is right around the corner. I'm looking forward to warm-
er days, Blue Lake thawing, the completion of our new dining hall and tons of happy 
campers. I couldn't be more excited to have your daughter join us for what promises to 
be an incredible and fun summer filled with learning, laughter and lifelong memories. 

At Camp Agawak, we believe in creating an overnight camp environment where your 
camper can thrive and grow, both personally and socially. Our program offers a wide 
range of activities, special programs, challenges and opportunities for leadership, which 
will help your camper discover new interests and talents. From water and land activities 
to creative activities to Blue and White team-building games, we have something for eve-
ry camper. 

Our dedicated staff is committed to providing a safe, fun and nurturing space for your 
daughter to explore and learn more about herself. Summer after summer, I get more and 
more excited to watch as campers embrace new situations and challenges and develop 
their self-confidence. 

Rest assured the well-being and happiness of your daughter are our top priorities. Our 
caring staff are here to support and guide your camper through every step of her Aga-
wak journey. In return, we require your daughter to show kindness and compassion at all 
times towards others which is crucial when forming lifelong camp friendships. 

As the summer unfolds, we encourage you to stay connected with us through camp 
blogs, Facebook, Instagram and by checking out heaps of photos posted daily in the 
photo section of your CampMinder account. Photos posted daily, except Sundays, gives 
everyone at home a glimpse of all the awesome moments happening here! A picture re-
ally is worth a thousand words. 

Thank you for entrusting us with the privilege of being a part of your daughter's summer 
experience. First year campers bring fresh energy and a sense of adventure while re-
turning campers bring unwavering spirit and unending enthusiasm to our camp commu-
nity. Whether it's your daughter's very first summer at Agawak or one of many, we look 
forward to creating a transformative and not to be forgotten summer in 2024. 

Smile on and full speed ahead! 

Mary  
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 TRAVEL INFORMATION 

Camp Agawak provides chartered air-conditioned buses with bathrooms to bring campers up to camp. 
Pick up and drop off locations are in the Chicago and Milwaukee areas. Travel plans for your camper 
and her bags must be entered in CampMinder prior to arrival and departure from camp. This infor-
mation will be confirmed by email. If you have a change in travel plans after confirmation has been 
made, it is your responsibility to contact the office. 
 
Important points for EVERYONE regarding bus travel: 
 

¶ Pack a light lunch, snack and drink (NO NUTS please). 

¶ We will show Agawak highlight videos to pass the time away. 

¶ An Agawak staff member will be on each bus. 

 

Specifically for PARENTS/GUARDIANS:   
 

¶ Campers are grouped by grade and buses will be assigned prior to travel day. 

¶ Please follow the instructions that will be provided before travel day. 

¶ NO PETS! 

¶ Only one small bag per camper (ie: one backpack). Bus Drivers will NOT touch/handle any 

bags. Sleeping bags go in duffels, not under the bus. 

¶ All campers should arrive healthy! 

 
The bus service does not include transportation of bags (See Baggage Section, pg. 7) 

Bus assignments for campers are done by grade. This is the grade your camper has just complet-
ed. We know there will be campers who are anxious and our staff will do all they can to help your 
daughter get off to a positive start. Your cooperation with our staff to make this a safe and stress-free 
departure is expected. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ  
t[9!{9 /hb¢!/¢ ¦{Η 

Bus Travel 
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Bus Schedule 

DATE BUS LOCATION CHECK-IN DEPARTURE Session 

Monday,  
June 17th, 2024 8:00am  8:30am 

Costco  
2900 Patriot Blvd, Glen-

view, IL  

Full season  
First session  
Rookie 1 

Sunday,  
July 14th, 2024 8:00am   8:30am 

Second session 
Rookie 2 

/haLbD ¢h /!at 

DATE BUS LOCATION ARRIVAL* Session 

Friday,  
July 12th, 2024 

1:30pm   

Hawthorn Elementary School  
301 W Hawthorn Parkway, Vernon 

Hills, IL  

First session 

Sunday,  
July 28th, 2024 

6:30pm 
Rookie 2 

Wednesday,  
August 7th, 2024 2:00pm   

Full season 
Second session 

*Arrival times are approximate.  You can check the website (www.agawak.com) for updates. 
 

There is not a return bus option for Rookie 1 campers. 
Rookie 1 campers must be picked up at camp on June 21 at 10:00am. 

w9¢¦wbLbD Iha9 

Please be aware that if times or locations for pick-upôs or drop-offôs change, you will 
be notified via email, the directorôs blog, and our Facebook page well in advance. 

Milwaukee stop ðIf necessary, arrangements will be made for a bus stop in the Milwaukee area.  

CAMP AGAWAK SAFETY RULES FOR TRAVEL IN VANS AND BUSES 

§ Passengers should remain seated at all times with hands and arms inside the vehicle. 

§ Seatbelts (if available) should be fastened ï one person per seatbelt. 

§ Noise level should be such as to not distract the driver. No throwing of objects or other 
disruptive behavior. 

§ Passengers should enter and leave the vehicle under the direction of a staff member 
and/or driver. If the vehicle makes an emergency stop, passengers will follow the di-
rections of staff member and/or driver and use the buddy system if leaving the vehicle. 
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Car Travel 

Below is the schedule for dropping off and picking up campers by car. Be prepared for a 
ñDrive Thruò drop off and pick up. Parents/guardians must make good-byes quick. Long 
good-byes can be upsetting to campers and backs up traffic. Bags will be taken from your vehi-
cle and delivered to your daughterôs cabin by our staff. No pets please.   
 
Please use the visitorsô entrance (top of the hill and turn right onto Streater). Follow the signs, 
drive past Happy Camper Hall towards the tennis courts. Our staff will be there to direct and 
greet you.  

Sessions Date Time  

Full season 
First session 
Rookie 1 

Monday, June 17th 12:30pm 

Second session 
Rookie 2 Sunday, July 14th  12:30pm 

Sessions Date Time  

Rookie 1 Friday, June 21st 10:30am 

First session Friday, July 12th  OR 
Saturday, July 13th 
(see page 12) 

Friday 9:30am 
Saturday is visiting day, 
gates open at 9:00am 

Rookie 2 Sunday, July 28th 2:00pm 

Full season  
Second session 

Wednesday, Aug 7th  9:30am 

¢h /!at 

DhLbD Iha9 
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 Air Travel 

Booking Flights 
¶ Please be considerate of departure times and travel time to the airport when booking depar-

ture flights from camp. PLEASE No flights out before 8:00am! We are 1.25 hours away 
from CWA which means leaving at least 3.25 hours before the flight. This is a lot to ask of our 
counselors and staff. (ex: a 7:00am flight requires us to leave by 3:45am). 
 
¶ Once the flight is booked, enter the information into the travel section in CampMinder.  
 
¶ If your daughter is required or will travel as an unaccompanied minor, please make sure 
all forms and fees are handled prior to travel and you have informed our office. We will provide 
you with the name and information of the staff member picking up your daughter. If your camp-
er is an unaccompanied minor, our staff will meet or wait with your camper at the gate. If your 
camper is not an unaccompanied minor, we will take her to the check-in counter or meet her at 
the baggage claim. Our staff will wait for all campersô outgoing flights to be in the air before 
leaving the airport. 
 
¶ Campers flying into the Chicago area may take the camp bus to and from camp. However, 
camp is not responsible to transport campers from the airport to our buses. 

 
¶ It is the parents/guardiansô responsibility to notify the office of any flight changes or 
cancellations for arrival and departure flights. We do NOT receive change notifications 
from the airlines, guardians do. If any changes/cancellations happen while at th airport 
on your camperôs return trip, we will notify you immediately.  
 
¶ Campers flying to camp can choose to ship their luggage or put it on the plane. See 
ñShipping your Bagsò pg. 7 for other tips. 

 
Camp Agawak will provide transportation to and from the following airports on our regu-
lar travel dates. A transportation fee will be charged if your camper has different travel 
dates. 

 

Airport 
Transporta-
tion fee Distance from Camp 

Central Wisconsin Airport (CWA) in Wausau, WI     $65 1 1/4 hours 

Rhinelander Airport (RHI) in Rhinelander, WI   $40 45 minutes 

Eagle River Airport in Eagle River, WI  (small planes only) $40 50 minutes 

Lakeland Airport in Woodruff, WI  (small planes only) $20 20 minutes 
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 BAGS & PACKING 
Baggage Information  

t!/Y [LDI¢ΗΗΗ 
TWO bags per camper    ~    ONE bag for Rookie 1 

Bags not meeting the size and weight limit WILL NOT be accepted.  

 
Laundry goes out once every week and is returned within 48 hours.  Did you know? 
Some campers only pack one bag. YES, ONE BAG! Give that camper a gold star.        
PLEASE Pack for 10 days, not the whole summer!   
 
If YOU, the adult, cannot easily carry the duffle, then you and your camper packed way 
too much.   It is suggested that you evenly distribute the weight between two SOFT 
bags. All belongings must fit into two duffels, including a sleeping bag and pillow.  
Each camper gets four shelves measuring 3ô wide, 8ò deep and 10ò high (see example). 

 
The ONLY duffels that will be allowed under the bus will be the Rookie 1 bags. All other 
campers have three options: #1 Camp Baggage Express (Chicago area), #2 Shipped (see 
below), or  #3 brought in the car with camper. 

 
Bags being shipped - things to consider: 
¶ If you ship duffels to camp in a box, WE CANNOT GUARANTEE STORAGE OF THAT BOX. 
¶ We can use your FedEx or UPS account number if you have one, instead of us billing your SMA. 
¶ Costs to ship bags to camp will NOT always be the same amount to ship home. Camp Agawak has 
zero control over fees charged. 

¶ Additional Shipping Services to try: Shipcamps.com Lugless.com  Shipgo.com 

                                       .!DD!D9 LbChwa!¢Lhb Chw /IL/!Dh !w9! C!aL[L9{ 
 
Camp Baggage Express is Camp Agawakôs bag service carrier for all families in the Chicago area. Pay par-
ticular attention to the BAG REQUIREMENTS. These are NON-NEGOTIABLE for 2024. 
 

Bag Requirements:    Pricing for Two Bags: 
NO more than 42ò long and 70 lbs  $199 round trip     or      $110 one-way 
NO wheels 
 

Bags will be brought to a specific location for drop off and then returned to a specific location for pick up.  
There will be one location for the city of Chicago and one for the suburbs. Times will be in the evening. Spe-
cific times and locations TBA. Bags not meeting the requirements will not be accepted.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Pick up and drop off locations are:  Wilmot School, Deerfield and Newberry Academy, Chicago. 

Session Parent Drop Off  Parent Pick up  

First Session June 12 July 14 

Full Season June 12 August 7 

Rookie 2 July 11 NA - return on bus 

Second Session July 11 August 7 

Times will be in 
the evenings. 

 
Dates may 
change due to 
rain/weather. 

NEW 
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Packing  

Hereôs our version of an old classic. Please feel free to sing it. ñ19 pairs of shorts on a shelf, 

19 pairs of shorts, take one down, lend it out, 18 pairs of shorts on a shelféé(fast forward) 

1 pair of shorts to pack, 1 pair of shorts, I took all my shorts and lent them out and now I 

have only 1 pair of shorts to pack.ò Moral of the songðSTICK TO THE PACKING LIST 

Letôs Review  How many bags? 

§ Full Season, First, Second, Rookie 2 session campers:  TWO 70lb soft-sided, clearly 

marked bags (sleeping bag must be inside). No more than 42ò long. No wheels. 

§ Rookie 1 campers:  ONE 70lb soft-sided bag 

§ Itôs extremely important to note that OVER SIZED/WEIGHT bags will NOT be accepted 

by Camp Baggage Express. If you do not adhere to their limits, you will need to find an 

alternative method to get your camperôs bags to camp. See pages 9-10 for our suggested 

packing list and further details about packing.   

 

How will the bags get to and from Agawak (Chicago area only campers)?  

Campers in the Chicago area will drop off and pick up bags at a designated location and 

Camp Baggage Express will deliver bags directly to camp. More details will be sent once all 

travel plans have been confirmed. 

 

SHIPPING? Please refer to page 7 for shipping tips or call the office with questions. 

 

Food, this is a big NO. This rule applies to everyone and one we take seriously. 

The NO food rule is strictly enforced and there are no exceptions. We serve 3 well-rounded 

meals each day. A morning snack is provided and our snack shack is open in the afternoon 

and most evenings. Several evening programs also include an additional snack. If you send 

food, many things will happen, none of them positive. Animals will move into your camperôs 

cabin, staff will collect any food brought, discard it and the office will assess a $100 fine to 

your SMA. Do not send ANY snacks, candy, gum, beverages or other food items up to camp 

in duffels. Food in the cabin causes cabin disagreements and brings in critters! It also teach-

es your camper that rules donôt apply to them.  

 

Some prohibited items at camp (read full policies on pages 14-18): 

If your daughter suggests that she needs something that is not on the packing list or is pro-

hibited, show her the packing list and go over the policies/rules in this packet. We will be the 

bads guys. Some prohibited items will carry fines. Parents/guardians sign off on the policies/

rules when completing forms. Remind your camper that camp is about friendsðnot stuff.  

ß Food  $100 

ß Egg crates $200 

ß Cooking device $200 

ß Folding Chairs 

ß Hammocks 

ß Duct tape  

ß Push pins 

ß 3M sticky hooks 

ß Flushable wipes 

 

ß Electronics 

ß Phones 

ß Hard plastic storage 

containers 

ß Decorative lights 

Fines will be added for 

damage to property 

caused by prohibited 

items. 
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PackingñLABEL EVERYTHING!  
Remember ï ONLY TWO-70 lb. BAGS. Bags over 70 lbs and 42ò long will not be accepted.  This list 
will suffice for full season and single session campers. Pack for a week, not a world cruise. NO FOOD or 
ELECTRONICS! Surprise inspections will happen throughout the summerï Any prohibited items WILL be 
confiscated.  (See policies on pg. 14 for more info)  Did we mention NO FOOD? 
 
Keep in mind this list is a guide. Pack according to your daughterôs needs. Old clothes work the best at 
camp. Do not send valuables or anything youôll be upset about should your daughter lose or ruin anything 
while at camp. Equipment is provided at camp for all programs. However, your child may wish to bring her 
own tennis racquet if she plays at an advanced level. Egg crates are prohibited and will be sent home 
at parents/guardiansô expense plus there will be a $200 fine! We suggest using your sleeping bag as 
a mattress pad underneath your fitted sheet instead!  
 
On Sundays, we wear               bottoms such as shorts/pants/skirts and                tops during lunch and 
dinner. These are required items. (Not necessary for Rookie 1) 

Packing List- (1st, 2nd, Full & Rookie 2) 
Shirts       
*1-2 white åAgawakæ polo or v-neck  ã Required  
10  shirts or t -shirts   (7 t-shirts 3 tanks)   
3  long sleeve t-shirts     
1-2 solid white t -shirts/tanks for Tie Dying  
4  sweatshirts       
  
Pants/Shorts      
*1-2 navy blue bottoms (not sweats) ã Required 
1  pair of jeans     
6  pair of sweatpants/leggings     
7  pair of shorts (1st ses-1 classic red)  
       
Outerwear 
1 lined jacket (fall weather type)    
1 poncho or rain coat  
     
Sleepwear / Swimwear     
2 pair of pajamas or sleepwear 
5 swim suits (1 piece for lake swim) 
1 towel wrap or bath robe                                                                          
                  
Misc. Clothing      
12 pair of underwear     
Halloween costume (1st session only)  
4th of July outfit (1st session only)    
1 black outfit for casino night (2nd session only) 
Something green for St. Patricks Day (2nd only) 
 
Luggage & Gear      
2  labeled laundry bags (mesh preferred)  
backpack ã for the bus     
sleeping bag (must fit in duffle)    
 
Footwear 
10 pair of socks 
3  pair of long socks 
1   pair of gym shoes 
1   pair of flip flops  
1   pair of shower shoes 
1   Rain boots 
  

Bed & Bath 
1  warm comforter  
1  Fleece blanket 
Twin waterproof padded mattress pad 
4  twin sheets (2 fitted   2 flat)  
1  pillow   2 pillow cases 
6  towels (3 bath   3 beach) 
1  Shower scrubbie or washcloth 
1  collapsible shower bucket 
12-18 oz. body wash 
12-28 oz. Shampoo/Conditioner 

(Tea tree and Rosemary for lice prevention) 
toothbrush and toothpaste 
deodorant 
brush, comb, pony holders, clips 
razor/shaving cream 
kleenex 
NO HARD PLASTIC STORAGE CONTAINERS 
 
Miscellaneous items 
Waterbottle 
Sun screen & bug repellant 
Cinch bag for town day 
Tennis racquet or baseball glove, optional 
Playing cards 
Extra pair of glasses or contacts kept in office 
Headlamp / flashlight / batteries 
Stationary, pens, stamps, env. ã 1 box 
Books/magazines/book light 

Many campers bring collapsable bins to help 
organize smaller clothing items. See pg 7 for 
picture.   
 
Jibbitz are drama! Bring and wear at 
your own risk. The office will not get 
involved in any jibbitz drama. 

NO PUMP  
BOTTLES FOR 
SOAP / SHAMPOO 

See pages 14-18 for our policies 
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Packing List-  Rookie 1 
 

[LaL¢ ²I!¢ ¸h¦ t!/Y Chw /!at   
 

No more than ONE ï 70 lb. duffel bag per camper! 
 
Many campers have a very hard time keeping their shelves organized if they brought too much stuff.  

Letôs spend more time on FUN and less time on cleaningé.PACK LIGHT! 

Shirts  
6  shirts or t-shirts (3 tees  3 tanks) 
2  long sleeve t-shirt 
2  sweatshirts 
  
Pants/shorts 
2  pair of sweatpants 
3  pair of shorts 
  
Outerwear 
1  lined jacket 
1  plastic rain poncho 
Hat/visor 
  
 Footwear 
5  pair of socks 
1  pair of gym shoes 
1  pair of flip flops 
  
Sleepwear / Swimwear 
2  pair of pajamas or sleepwear 
2  swim suits 
1  coverall or bathrobe 
  
  

  
Misc. Clothing 
6  pair of underwear 
 
Misc. items 
Waterbottle 
sun screen & bug repellant 
playing cards 
flashlight/batteries 
stationary, pens, stamps, env. 
book/magazine/book light 
extra pair of glasses or contacts-in 
office 
Laundry bag for dirty clothes  
 

  
 Bed & Bath 
1  Twin warm comforter  
1 waterproof padded mattress pad 
2  twin sheets (1fitted  1 flat) 
1  pillow with case 
4  towels (2 bath  2 beach) 
1  Shower scrubbie or washcloth 
1  collapsible shower bucket 
Body wash 
Tea tree shampoo/conditioner 
Toothbrush and toothpaste 
Deodorant 
Brush, comb, pony holders, clips 
NO HARD PLASTIC STORAGE 
CONTAINERS-only fabric 
 
Luggage & Gear 
Backpack for bus 
 
See all policies prohibited pgs 14-18 

Packing Continued ñ LABEL EVERYTHING!  

At the end of each summer there is an obscene amount of items thrown away and our dumpsters 
are over-flowing. PLEASE help eliminate filling our landfills by doing a few simple things. 
§ Send the recommended size of shampoo, conditioner, soap and NO PUMP bottles. When par-
ents/guardians send oversized bottles, most of the product ends up in the garbage. In addition, 
pump bottles are too messy for campers to pack so they throw these away (many half full).  

§ Towels and pillows need to come home with your camper. Do NOT tell your camper to ñdonateò 
them to camp. Thank you but we have plenty. 

Donôt send the prohibited items. They are prohibited for very good reasons. Items end up in the 
dumpsters as campers are trying to ñhide the evidenceò. When adults allow campers to bring prohib-
ited items, it sends the message that rules donôt apply to them. Please donôt be ñTHATò adult. 

Waste  

We understand that bed-wetting happens and we deal with it discreetly. For situ-
ations that are reoccurring, we will charge a ñlaundry feeò.  
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Labeling 

Laundry 

Lost & Found 

Here are a few helpful hints regarding labeling: 
¶ All clothing and personal items, including duffels, water bottles and hairbrushes, 
must be marked with your daughterôs first and last name. 

¶ Use name tags, permanent markers, or a stamp with your childôs name to label 
clothing, flip-flops and shoes.  

¶ Be sure to mark ALL SOCKS and buy socks with the same pattern to help your 
child identify them more easily. 

 
If you are planning to use name tags or stamps, we suggest you order as soon as pos-
sible and put them on as you accumulate items coming to camp. Please be certain 
your camperôs name is on EVERYTHING (donôt forget the clothes she wears on the 
bus/in the car to camp). Make sure to stamp all personal articles such as tennis rac-
quets and flip flops. Sharpies often work better than anything when labeling. 

Each camperôs laundry will be done once a week and will be returned within 48 hours. Donôt 
send expensive clothing to camp. Since laundry is done weekly PACK FOR TEN DAYS NOT 
A MONTH! We appreciate your effort in helping your child pack light. Please pack two labeled 
laundry bags with sturdy draw strings, mesh is preferred. No open laundry bags.  
 

Cabin clean up is a prime time for cabin disagreements to crop up. This is 
because campers have brought too much and now have difficulty keeping 
their belongings organized. Items that will not fit easily on the shelves end up 
spreading throughout the cabin floor or on someone elseôs shelf. A fairly ac-
curate visual for cabin clean up is 12 chipmunks running around trying to col-
lect acorns. 
 
Camp is about simplifying, living in nature, and leaving lots of our ñstuffò be-
hind ï internal and external stuff. Please help your daughter live as simply as 
possible at camp. Leave what she doesnôt need and what is NOT on our list 
behind. 

During the summer (MANY) lost and found items are brought to the lodge and campers may 
look for items they are missing. We make heroic efforts to find the owner but if not labeled, 
sadly the chance of return is slim. Any item that is found at camp after 
the season, and properly labeled, will be mailed back to the camper at 
their expense. Many times items are mistakenly packed in another 
camperôs duffels.   

   
Label =                               NO Label = 

AGAWAK 


