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December
birthdays

1:30-3:30pm

12/1- Josie Milch
12/1- Jane Steele
12/1- Sophie Steele
12/3- Ivy Levin
12/5- Bernie Alexander
12/5- Harper Lagow
12/6- Olivia Calderon
12/9- Noa Holtzman-Gast
12/9- Olivia Knight
12/12- Dylan Pereles
12/12- Renee Rubenstein
12/12- Rachel Sher
12/13- Reese Brady
12/14- Diya Joshi
12/15- Willow Goldstein
12/15- Lily Koeppen
12/17- Aleena Parmar
12/18- Kaitlyn Bristol
12/19- Parker Neil
12/20- Annie Deutch
12/20- Brielle Wool

the

12/21- Leah Farver
12/24- Ava Fisher
12/28- Sofia Papantoniou
12/29- Morgan Chayer
12/30- Geneva Moulton
12/30- Dylan Silver
12/31- Reese Cole
12/31- Alice Frick

reminders!

the summer 2025 reunion will
be sunday, january 25th, 2026
from 1:30-3:30pm
new camper orientation will
also be sunday, january 25th,
2026 from 4:00-5:00pm
(campers only!)
both will be at the north
shore renaissance hotel:

933 Skokie Boulevard

Northbrook, IL



welcome back, stephanie!
I am ecstatic to return for my 25th summer on the shores of Blue

Lake! As a former Agawak camper, counselor, and admin/assistant

director, it feels incredibly special to be back—this time as the

Director of Cabin Life. With a Bachelor’s degree in Child Development

from the University of Illinois and a Master’s in Teaching from

National Louis University, I bring years of experience supporting and

nurturing children of all ages.

I’m also the proud mom of Braden and Talia (both devoted camp

enthusiasts!), wife to Shawn, and the Owner/Director of Little Ones

Preschool in my hometown of Northbrook.

I cannot wait to help every camper and staff member create the most

memorable summer at Agawak—one filled with friendships,

growth, and lifelong connections. Agawak truly is a magical place,

and I’m so excited to be back experiencing that magic alongside all of

you!

thank you for an amazing agawak spirit day!



STAFF SPOTLIGHt

ainsley shawainsley shaw
ainsley is 19 years old and from chicago.

she is currently a freshman at the

university of southern California. this will

be her 3rd summer on staff.

Tell us your favorite part about Agawak.Tell us your favorite part about Agawak.

My favorite part of camp is getting to make friendships with girls from all over the country and the

world! Growing up my cabin was full of girls from different states. Because of this, I knew wherever I

went I always had a camp friend to visit! It didn’t matter how far we were from one another, we

would either plan trips to see one another, schedule FaceTime calls, or just spend hours reminiscing

about camp over text. As a staff member, I have had the chance to get close with our international

staff. It is so interesting to be able to compare stories of growing up in totally different countries.

Camp bonds truly do withstand any distance!

what’s one thing campers might not know about you?what’s one thing campers might not know about you?

We always say agawak wouldn’t be agawak

without our amazing staff — and now you

get to meet them in a whole new way!

do you have a favorite evening program?do you have a favorite evening program?

is there anything else you want to include?is there anything else you want to include?

Something campers might not know about me is that I used to be super scared of waterskiing.

I refused to even try it until summer 2021 when I was 14 years old. I quickly realized I had been

missing out on such a fun activity because of my own fear. I spent my last three camper years

trying to make up for all the years I refused to ski, never skipping a period of skiing and even

waking up early to ski on Sundays. Now I have the opportunity to help other campers get over

their fear and learn to ski! 

My favorite evening program has to be Lip Syncs. Even though it is a Blue and White game, it

doesn’t feel like a competition. Instead, it feels like the whole camp is just coming together

to cheer each other on, no matter what team you’re on. The dances are always incredible and

I’m amazed at what the CITs and PAs are able to come up with. Even when I’m not at camp, I’ll
hang out with my camp friends and we will spend hours watching old Lip Syncs just because

of how happy it makes us.

 I can’t wait to be back on the shores of Blue Lake this summer! This will be my 11th summer

spent at Agawak and I couldn’t imagine choosing to be anywhere else. 


